
SYMPTOMS APPEAR WITHIN 3 WEEKS OF EXPOSURE

SWOLLEN
LYMPH NODES

BACK &
MUSCLE ACHES

INTENSE
HEADACHES

HIGH FEVER RASH ON FACE RASH ON HANDS,
LEGS, AND FEET

CLOSE CONTACT INTIMATE CONTACT
• Oral, anal, vaginal sex and touching genital/
intimate parts

• Face-to-face contact, massage, kissing
• Having multiple sex partners increases your
chance of getting monkeypox

HOW MONKEYPOX IS SPREAD

• Contact with rash, scabs, or body fluids from
a person with monkeypox
• Touching objects, fabrics, and surfaces that
have been used by someone infected
• Contact with respiratory secretions

Monkeypox is a rare but serious disease caused by infection with the monkeypox virus. It is part
of the same family of viruses as the variola virus, the virus that causes smallpox. Monkeypox is not a
“gay disease.” It can spread to anyone through close, personal, often skin-to-skin contact. The virus
can also spread via clothes or linens that have been in contact with fluid from sores. The U.S.
government recently declared monkeypox a public health emergency.

• If you have symptoms, contact your doctor. Avoid sex or being intimate with anyone to prevent
further infections.

• Visit www.mass.gov/monkeypox to learn more about the disease and stay informed.

Seven Hills Behavioral Health in New Bedford is giving out the monkeypox vaccine. Call for an
appointment: (774) 634-3725, Monday through Friday, 9:30 am to 4:00 pm. Availability is limited.
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